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Robert Cantrel, baritone 
soloist for Lutoslawski’s 
Les Espaces du Sommeil 

 
The Columbia Jazz Band 

 
 
 

Highlights of the Season 
 During the 2018-2019 Season, the Columbia Orchestra and Jazz Band continued to 
delight the Howard County community through orchestral, chamber, educational, and jazz 
band concerts. Our four classical subscription concerts 
featured works ranging from Beethoven’s Symphony 
No. 3 (“Eroica”) to Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an 
Exhibition to Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring. Soloists 
included baritone Robert Cantrell for Lutoslawski’s 
Les Espaces du Sommeil and vocalists Kimberly 
Christie, Jason Buckwalter, and Sola Fadiran at our 
pops concerts. In addition, in honor his 20th 

Anniversary season with the 
Orchestra, Maestro Jason 
Love was soloist in the U.S. 
Premiere of Guillaume Connesson’s Cello Concerto. We also con-
ducted our annual Young Artist Competition, performed at AFI 
Silver in Silver Spring, Maryland, and gave two performances each 
of our Family Holiday Concert in December and our Symphonic 
Pops Concert in April.  We ended the season in June with a free 
outdoor Pops Concert at the Chrysalis in Merriweather Park at 
Columbia’s Symphony Woods, which drew an estimated audience of 
5,000 enthusiastic patrons. Our educational programs included 
Young People’s Concerts, programs at 
local pre-schools, our pre-concert 
lectures, and open rehearsals.  In 
addition, members of the orchestra 

performed three free chamber music concerts during the season, 
and the Columbia Jazz Band performed twelve concerts 
throughout the Baltimore-Washington area.  

 More than 17,500 area residents attended one of our 
classical concerts by members of the orchestra or one of the 
Columbia Jazz Band’s events. This annual report details the 
Columbia Orchestra and Jazz Band’s remarkable achievements 
this past season and provides a preview of our exciting programs for the 2019-2020 Season. 
We hope you had the opportunity to join us at some of these performances and look forward 
to seeing you at our upcoming classical and jazz concerts.  
 

 
Melissa Sandlin 

President, Board of Directors 
The Columbia Orchestra 

 
Music Director Jason Love 

conducting the Columbia Orchestra 
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Maestro Love performing the U.S. 

Premier of Connessson’s Cello 
Concerto in February 2019 

 

 
 

Sarah Kirkland Snider, 
composer of Hiraeth 

Pursuing the Mission 

 

 The Columbia Orchestra’s 2018-2019 Season included four classical subscription 
concerts, Young People’s and Family Concerts, Symphonic Pops Concerts, a performance in 
conjunction with the American Film Institute at the AFI Silver Theater, educational programs, 
and a chamber music series.  The Columbia Jazz Band performed twelve concerts at venues 
throughout the Baltimore-Washington area. 

During its subscription concert series, the Columbia Orchestra, under Jason Love’s 
direction, performed programs featuring traditional masterpieces that audiences would have 
otherwise had to travel to Baltimore or Washington to hear.  Programs included one of the 

best-known and well-liked symphonic compositions of classical 
music – Mussorgsky’s dramatic Pictures at an Exhibition – and two 
groundbreaking works, one from the 19th Century – Beethoven’s 
Symphony No. 3 (“Eroica”) – and one from the 20th Century – 
Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring.  Concerts also included other classical 
favorites, including Brahms’ Academic Festival Overture and Strauss’ 
Rosenkavalier Suite.  These well-known works were paired with newer, 
less-well-known compositions:  Witold Lutoslawski’s Les Espaces du 
Sommeil, which featured baritone Robert Cantrell; Daniel Bernard 
Roumain’s La, La, La, La; and Joan Tower’s Second Fanfare for the 
Uncommon Woman.  One of the more unusual offerings was Sarah 
Kirkland Snider’s work Hiraeth, which was inspired by her childhood 

visits to her grandparents in North Carolina and served as the accompaniment to a short film 
produced for the work by Mark DiChiazza.  Both Snider and DiChiazza were present for the 
orchestra’s performance.   

Underlying the repertoire for the 2018-2019 Season was the fact that Jason Love chose 
the works for the season – his 20th Anniversary Season with the orchestra – as works that are 
particularly meaningful to him.  Two concerts in particular 
illustrated this theme.  The February 2019 concert was billed 
as “The Maestro’s Anniversary.”  Maestro Love chose 
Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition for this concert 
because it was featured on the very first concert he conducted 
with the Columbia Orchestra.  This special concert also 
featured Maestro Love putting down his baton and performing 
as cello soloist in the U.S. Premier of Guillaume Connesson’s 
Cello Concerto.  For this work, Glenn Quader, the Music 
Director of the Piedmont Symphony Orchestra, served as 
Guest Conductor.  The last subscription concert of the season 
in May was also particularly thrilling.  Maestro Love paired 
The Rite of Spring, the work that highlighted his 10th season 

Provide the community with high- quality 
musical performances 
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Jason Love as The Grinch 

with the orchestra, with works written by three 20th Century Latin American composers:  
Sensemaya by Silvestre Revueltas, Sinfonia India by Carlos Chavez, and the Aria from Heitor 

Villa-Lobos’ Bachiana Brasileiras 
No. 5, with Kelli Young as the 
soprano in the latter work.  This 
concert brought Jason Love’s 20th 
Anniversary Season to a fiery 
conclusion that audience members 
are sure to remember.  Throughout 
the season, Maestro Love brought 
dedication and enthusiasm to the 
podium to lead the orchestra to an 
outstanding level of excellence. 

Arguably the orchestra’s most 
popular concerts with many audience members each season are the Symphonic Pops 
programs.  The April Symphonic Pops concert offered music from the movies Harry Potter, 
Mission Impossible, and The Greatest Showman.  Vocal soloists Kimberly Christie and Jason 
Buckwalter performed songs from Guys and Dolls, A Chorus 
Line, Les Misérables, and The Fantastics.  In addition, the 
orchestra accompanied dancers from the Teelin Irish Dance 
Company in Lord of the Dance and other music designed to 
show off their Celtic footwork.  Finally, the program included 
two of the winners of the orchestra’s Young Artist Competi-
tion.  Because of the popularity of this concert, the orchestra 
repeated the Saturday night performance on Sunday 
afternoon, both to enthusiastic audiences.  In December, the 
orchestra also performed its Family Holiday Concert, which 
featured the sounds of Christmas, Hanukkah, and other 
“winter” favorites. The orchestra performed the song You’re a 
Mean One, Mr. Grinch from the 1960s Dr. Seuss TV special, 
and members of Dance Connections participated in selections from Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker 
ballet.  The orchestra played to a near-sold-out audience for both the Saturday morning and 
Saturday afternoon concerts. 

The Columbia Orchestra’s Classical 2018-2019 Season Attendance 
 

Classical Series 732 1,566 190 2,488 
Pops Concerts 341 615 145 1,101 

Young People’s Concerts 784 - 619 1,403 
Family Holiday Concert 892 - 484 1,376 

Prelude Pre-Concert Talks 90 164 3 257 
Other Educational Events 923 81 1,597 2,601 

Chamber Series 213 254 42 509 
Contracted Services 2,466 2,292 1,057 5,815 

TOTAL 6441 4972 4137 15,550 

            Program Type                   Adults          Seniors       Students            Total 
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Columbia Jazz Band Director 

 Fred Hughes 

 
Baritone Sola Fadiran 
performed Broadway 

favorites at the free June 
outdoor Chrysalis concert to 

an audience of 5,000 

 

 
Howard County Executive Calvin Ball conducting 

the Columbia Orchestra at the Chrysalis  

The Symphonic Pops and Holiday concerts provide an 
avenue for reaching an audience beyond that of the orchestra’s 
traditional classical subscription series.  The broadening of the 
audience reach is an area of keen interest for the organization.  An 
additional way of attracting a wider audience is through free 
outdoor concerts.  On June 30, 2019 the orchestra partnered with 
the Columbia Festival of the Arts and the Inner Arbor Trust to 
present a free outdoor concert at the Chrysalis in Columbia’s 
Merriweather Park at Symphony Woods.  The concert (which was 
a contracted service for the orchestra) was co-sponsored by 
Baltimore Washington Financial Advisors, the Columbia 
Association, and Howard County Recreation and Parks.  An 
estimated 5,000 audience members brought their lawn chairs to 
settle back and listen to music by John Williams, Queen, and 

Morton Gould, as well as Broadway songs 
from Leonard Bernstein, Richard Rogers, 
Frank Loesser, Randy Newman and others 
sung by acclaimed rising-star baritone Sola 
Fadiran.  The concert began with Howard 
County Executive Calvin Ball guest 
conducting the orchestra’s performance of 
The Stars and Stripes Forever and ended with 
Tchaikovsky’s ever-popular 1812 Overture, 
the ultimate outdoor classic.  

Artistic and organizational collabora-
tions continued to be a focus for the orchestra 
during the 2018-2019 Season.  The orchestra 
partnered with Dance Connections both at the 
December Holiday Concert, where they 
performed to selections from The Nutcracker, 
and at the March Young People’s Concert, 
where they danced to music from Rimsky-Korsakov’s Scheherazade.  The partnership with 
the Teelin Irish Dance Company brought additional energy to the April Symphonic Pops 
Concert, and the orchestra continued its collaborative arrangement with the American Film 

Institute when it accompanied Buster Keaton’s silent 
film The General in November 2018 at AFI Silver. 

Of course the most significant organizational 
partnership has been between the Columbia Orchestra 
and the Columbia Jazz Band (CJB).  This partnership 
began during the 2016-2017 Season. With the Jazz 
Band now under the Columbia Orchestra umbrella, 
the overall organization is presenting a jazz series in 
tandem with the Columbia Orchestra’s symphonic 
orchestral and chamber series.  The Jazz Band is 
under the leadership of jazz pianist, brass musician, 
and composer Fred Hughes, who previously was a 



– 6 –  

 
 

27 July:  One More Time:  Music of Count Basie 
Chrysalis at Merriweather Park, Columbia, MD 

8 September:  Jazz at the 50+ Center 
50+ Center, Ellicott City, MD 

16 September:  Jazz at the Lakefront 
Columbia Lakefront Stage, Columbia, MD 
13 October:  True Blue Jazz Festival 

Rehoboth Beach Fire House, Rehoboth Beach, DE 

3 November:  An Evening of Jazz 
Christ Memorial Presbyterian Church, Columbia, MD 

11 November:  Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy 
Slayton House, Wilde Lake Village Center, Columbia, MD 

15 December:  Music at the Museum 
Howard County Historical Society, Ellicott City, MD 

16 February:  Mid-Atlantic Jazz Festival 
Hilton Hotel Atrium Stage, Rockville, MD 

26 April:  The Beat Goes On: Music of Buddy Rich 
Slayton House, Wilde Lake Village Center, Columbia, MD 

4 May:  Landon School Azalea Festival 
The Landon School, Bethesda, MD 

19 May:  Live at the Pavilion 
The Pavilion at St Paul’s Lutheran Church, Fulton, MD 

16 June:  Columbia Festival of the Arts 
Columbia Lakefront Stage, Columbia, MD 

 
The Columbia Jazz Band’s Veterans Day Concert: “Boogie Woogie 
Bugle Boy: Songs of WW II.”   U.S. servicemen and their families 

received free admission to the program 

 

pianist and soloist for the Jazz 
Ambassadors, was Assistant 
Director of Jazz Studies at 
Shepherd College, and is the 
author of the book “The Jazz 
Pianist:  Left Hand Voicings and 
Chord Theory.”  Fred has an 
active performing schedule with 
the Fred Hughes Trio, which has 
eight recordings to its credit.  
Under his leadership, the 
Columbia Jazz Band is taking on 
more challenging works, including 
original charts instead of arrange-
ments, and is increasing its level 
of excellence. 

During the season, the 
Columbia Jazz Band performed 
twelve concerts, reaching a total 
audience of approximately 2,200. 
The Jazz Band’s season opened in 
July with a concert at the 
Chrysalis, where they reprised 
their April 2018 tribute to Count 
Basie.  In September, the band 
performed at both the Ellicott City, 
Maryland, 50+ Center and at the 
Columbia Lakefront.  Concerts 
during the rest of the season included performances at Christ Memorial Presbyterian Church 
in Columbia, the Howard County Historical Society, the Landon School in Bethesda, and St. 

Paul Lutheran Church in 
Fulton.  The band was 
also invited to participate 
in two jazz festivals:  The 
True Blue Jazz Festival in 
Rehoboth Beach, 
Delaware, in October 
2018 and the Mid- 
Atlantic Jazz Festival in 
Rockville in February 
2019.  The season ended 
with a concert as part of 
the Columbia Festival of 
the Arts in June 2019 at 
the Columbia Lakefront.   

2018–2019 Columbia Jazz Band Concerts 
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The Columbia Jazz Band’s vocalists: 
 Matt Williams and Deborah Poole 

Perhaps most significant were two ticketed concerts by the Columbia Jazz Band at 
Slayton House in Columbia.  The first, titled “Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy: Songs of World 
War II,” took place on 11 November 2018: Veterans Day.  The program presented popular big 

band jazz instrumental and vocal 
tunes from the World War II years 
of 1939 to 1945.  The multimedia 
presentation featured the band 
along with photos, news footage, 
and audio/video clips from the era 
projected on a screen above the 
performers. These audio and video 
clips presented the history behind 
the tunes and their popularity.  
The concert was sponsored by a 
generous grant from BGE, which 
allowed U.S. military veterans and 
their families to attend for free.  

The second ticketed 
concert took place in April and was titled “The Beat Goes On: Music of Buddy Rich.”  It 
featured the band performing original arrangements of the acclaimed drummer’s works, again 
with video backdrops during many of the numbers.  The production of these two concerts, 
both of which played to capacity audiences, was made possible in large part by the partnership 
with the orchestra, with the band leveraging the orchestra’s marketing, ticketing, and admin-
istrative services in support of the concert.   

The combination of diverse programming and collaboration with other arts organ-
izations allowed the Columbia Orchestra, in its 41st Season, to continue to reach out to an 
increasingly diverse population. In partnership with the Columbia Jazz Band, now in its 30th 
season, the Columbia Orchestra has been able to broaden community awareness of both 
organizations. Through its 
classical and pops concerts, 
family concerts, educational 
programs, and chamber music 
concerts, the orchestra reached 
over 15,500 area residents.  The 
orchestra sold 402 season 
subscriptions and performed to 
near-capacity audiences at the 
May classical subscription 
concert and each performance of 
both the Family Holiday 
Concerts and the Young 
People’s Concerts.  The Jazz 
Band performed to a total 
audience of approximately 2,200 at venues throughout the Baltimore-Washington area, with 
sold-out attendance at its two ticketed concerts (in November and April), demonstrating the 
advantage of the increased exposure obtained from joint marketing efforts with the Orchestra. 
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Maestro Jason Love 
Music Director of 

The Columbia Orchestra 
Much of the recent success of the 
Columbia Orchestra is attributable to the 
untiring efforts of Music Director, Jason 
Love.  Now in his twentieth year as Music 
Director, he has been praised for his 
“intelligent and innovative program-
ming” by the Baltimore Sun, which 
also observed that  “Love has the musi- 
cians playing not only with verve and passion, but with an 
awareness to enter into the emotional core of the works they 
perform.” Maestro Love was the 2013 Winner of the American 
Prize for Orchestral Programming, a past winner of the “Howie” 
Award, which recognizes achievement in the arts in Howard 
County, and the 2017 winner of the Peabody Award for 
Contributions to Music in Maryland. 

Love was Artistic Director of the Greater Baltimore Youth 
Orchestras (now the Baltimore Symphony Youth Orchestras) for 
thirteen years, and Music Director of the New Horizons Chamber 
Ensemble, a new-music group, for five years. He has guest 
conducted a wide variety of ensembles including the Baltimore 
Symphony, Washington Sinfonietta, Hopkins Chamber Orchestra, 
Bismarck-Mandan Symphony, Maryland Classic Youth Chamber 
Orchestra, and RUCKUS, a contemporary music ensemble at the 
University of Maryland, Baltimore County, where he taught 
conducting for seven years. 

As a cellist Mr. Love has performed a wide array of concertos 
with orchestras, including the North Carolina premiere of Tan 
Dun’s multi-media work, The Map, and the U.S. Premier of 
Guillaume Connesson’s Cello Concerto. His many chamber 
recitals include work with the Columbia Orchestra Piano Trio. A 
highly respected educator, Mr. Love also served as conductor of 
the Repertory Orchestra of the Chesapeake Youth Symphony in 
Annapolis, MD, for four years and served on the faculty of the 
Governor’s School of North Carolina for eleven years, where he 
taught Twentieth-Century music, philosophy, and other subjects 
to academically gifted high school students.  He has adjudicated 
and guest conducted music festivals around the country. 

This success in draw-
ing a growing number of loyal 
audience members was facili-
tated by the orchestra’s elec-
tronic and social media pres-
ence.  The orchestra’s website: 

www.columbiaorchestra.org 
presents a professional face for 
the organization, it continues 
to attract new visitors, and it 
now serves as the primary 
medium for concert ticket 
sales. The orchestra also has a 
Facebook page that continues 
to draw new followers, with a 
total of approximately 1,100 
followers.  Other electronic 
media tools used by the 
orchestra include Twitter, 
Certifikid, and Constant 
Contact.  On its part, the Jazz 
Band maintains its own 
webpage: 
 www.ColumbiaJazzBand.org 

and has a Facebook page with 
103 followers.  The orchestra 
also reached out to new and 
underserved individuals within 
the community by providing 
complimentary tickets to 
Veteran Tickets Foundation 
and providing discounted 
tickets through schools, 
regional youth orchestras, 
music teachers, and local 
music stores.  Sold-out (or 
nearly sold-out) concerts and a record number of subscribers during the season clearly 
demonstrate that the Columbia Orchestra and Jazz Band have become part of the cultural life 
of Howard County. 
  
 

http://www.columbiaorchestra.org/
http://www.columbiajazzband.org/


– 9 –  

 
Pre-school students  

Meet the Instruments  

 
Dance Connections performing excerpts 

from The Nutcracker 

 
 

 
Classical music education is a key element of the Columbia Orchestra’s mission, and 

the introduction of classical music and the instruments of the orchestra to young people is a 
primary part of that educational element. The annual Young People’s Concert, free to children 
ages eleven years and under thanks to a grant 
from The Gaffin Group, was held at Rouse 
Theatre in March 2019. A near-capacity audience 
of 1,403 attended the two performances. The 
orchestra performed excerpts from Rimsky-
Korsakov’s Scheherazade, with Dance 
Connections, a local ballet company with 
members ages 7 through 18, providing a visual 
element to complement narration by performer 
Greg Jukes. Jukes also narrated Russell Peck’s 
Playing with Style, an entertaining work that 
colorfully demonstrates the conductor's role and 
the basics of orchestral dynamics, tempo, and 
articulation.  In addition, in partnership with Music and Arts, the orchestra offered a “Musical 
Instrument Petting Zoo” between the 10:30 am and 1:00 pm concerts, which gave attendees 

the opportunity to see, touch, and play the 
orchestral instruments they saw on stage. 

The orchestra’s Family Holiday 
Concert in December had the same 
audience in mind as the Young People’s 
Concerts, but with a program that 
appealed to patrons of all ages. The 
orchestra performed music of Christmas 
and Hanukkah and other short winter-
themed works.  Dance Connections 
joined the orchestra in selections from 
Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker.  Because 
of the enthusiastic audience response to 

this concert last season, the orchestra added a second performance, with near-capacity 
audiences for both performances. 

 Small chamber groups from the orchestra also provided 
in-school “Meet the Instruments” and “Music from Around the 
World” programs at eleven preschool centers, reaching 840 
students during the season.  The goal of these programs was to 
promote an early interest in classical music among the youngest 
members of our community.  Furthermore, the orchestra 
partnered with Howard County Public Schools, regional youth 
orchestras, local music stores, and area music instructors to 
provide special offers to encourage students to attend orchestra 

 
 

A visit to the orchestra’s 
Musical Instrument Petting Zoo 

Provide musical resources tailored to the needs of 
students, teachers, and educational institutions 
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Young Artist Competition 
Senior String Division Winner 

Brandon Du 

 
 

Audience members talking to musicians 
during a break at an open rehearsal 

performances.  Through these initiatives, the orchestra reached a total student attendance of 
4,137 during the season. 

 The orchestra provided a valuable performance experience for older youth through the 
Young Artist Competition, which exposes students to the competition process and provides 
constructive feedback on their performances. The 
competition, which this year attracted forty-four of the area’s 
finest young musicians, is open to all students of string, wind, 
and percussion instruments through 12th grade who reside, 
attend school, or receive musical instruction in Howard 
County. This year’s Junior Division winners were Lauren 
Yoo, a student at Hammond Middle School, who performed 
Ravel’s violin showpiece Tzigane, and Daniel Hamin Kim, a 
seventh-grade student at Ellicott Mills Middle School, who 
performed the first movement of Stamitz’s Clarinet Concerto 
No. 3.  Senior Division winners were Brandon Du, a 
freshman at Centennial High School, who performed the third 
movement of Brahms’ Violin Concerto, and Krystal Wu, also 
a freshman at Centennial High School, who performed the 
first movement of Weber’s Clarinet Concerto No. 1.  The 
Junior Division winners were featured on the April 
Symphonic Pops Concerts, and the Senior Division winners performed at the May 
Subscription Concert.  Each of the winners received a check from the Shirley Mullinix 
Memorial Fund. 

 Educational activities extended to adult members of the community as well through 
the free pre-concert Prelude Series, offered immediately prior to each classical subscription 
concert. Howard Community College music historian Bill Scanlan Murphy provided his 
unique insights into the lives and works of the featured composers. In addition, the orchestra 

held four open rehearsals during the 
season.  These free events provided greater 
insight into not only the works being 
performed but also showed how an 
orchestra prepares for concerts. Approxi-
mately 145 patrons received these behind-
the-scenes peeks into the creative and 
collaborative process of putting a concert 
together and were able to hear Maestro 
Love’s interpretations unfold with the 
musicians of the orchestra in a real 
working rehearsal, mistakes and all.  The 
relaxed atmosphere also provided the 
opportunity for the attendees to sit among 
the performers and to enjoy wine and 
cheese with the musicians at their break. 
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The Columbia Chamber Orchestra 
 

 

 
 
 The Columbia Orchestra began in the fall of 1977 when a handful of local string play-
ers began performing classical music as the Columbia Chamber Orchestra. A primary goal 
then, as it is now, was for adult amateur 
instrumentalists to experience the joy of 
classical music performance. Now, 41 years 
later, the Columbia Orchestra is a full 
symphony orchestra, with more than 100 
musicians participating during the year in full-
orchestra concerts, chamber music perfor-
mances, and educational activities. Subscription 
concert programs range from standard 
orchestral masterworks to cutting-edge 

compositions, exposing many of the musicians to repertoire with 
which they were previously unfamiliar. A series of three free 
chamber concerts, which reached a record 509 audience members 
this past season, also gave the orchestra’s members the 
opportunity to perform chamber works by Bach, Beethoven, 
Shostakovich, Piazzolla, Harbison and others on a more intimate 
level with a small group of fellow musicians.  

 Furthermore, with the addition of the Jazz Band to the 
overall organization, players who enjoy performing a range of jazz styles are given a similar 
outlet within the Columbia Orchestra and Jazz Band organization.  The challenging repertoire 
and diverse performing opportunities offered by both groups attract and retain some of the 
most skilled musicians in Howard and surrounding counties.  Ongoing auditions have raised 
the quality of both ensembles.  The members of the Columbia Orchestra and Jazz Band 
volunteer not only their time for rehearsals and concerts but also hours of practice between 
rehearsals. These musicians include individuals from all walks of life: doctors, lawyers, 
teachers, engineers, and others who work in the local community.  They come together to 
rehearse once a week, forgetting their 
day jobs for two-and-a-half hours to 
create the harmony of a musical 
ensemble – either a symphony 
orchestra or a jazz band.  Former 
Howard County Executive Jim Robey, 
while introducing the orchestra in 
2006, provided a characterization that 
applies equally well to the Jazz Band.  
He stated: “This is our orchestra, our 
county’s orchestra. When you hear 
them, it’s hard to believe that these people aren’t professional musicians, but people from all 
walks of life who simply enjoy making music.” 

Provide local musicians with an opportunity 
to explore and perform great orchestral, 

chamber, and jazz music 
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Artistic – Columbia Orchestra 
• Performed cornerstones of the orchestral repertoire including Beethoven’s Symphony 

No. 3 “Eroica”, Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition, and Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring  
• Introduced audiences to new works, including Daniel Bernard Roumain’s La, La, La, La 

and Sarah Kirkland Snider’s Hiraeth, which accompanied a film by Mark DeChiazza  
• Presented the U.S. Premier of Guillaume Connesson’s Cello Concerto, performed by 

Jason Love 
• Featured as guest artists baritone Robert Cantrell, soprano Leah Inger, narrator Greg 

Jukes, and vocalists Kimberly Christie, Kelli Young, Jason Buckwalter, and Sola Fadiran 
• Performed a free outdoor pops concert to an audience of 5000 as part of the Columbia 

Festival of the Arts at the Chrysalis in Merriweather Park at Symphony Woods  
• Partnered with Dance Connections for the orchestra’s Family Holiday Concerts in 

December and Young People’s Concerts in March and with the Teelin Irish Dance 
Company for the Pops Concerts in April 

• Performed a free three-concert chamber music series highlighting musicians from 
different sections of the orchestra (and the Columbia Orchestra Piano Trio) that included 
both favorites and several newer chamber works 

• Participated in contracted service concerts with AFI Silver in Silver Spring to accompany 
Buster Keaton’s film The General 

 

Artistic – Columbia Jazz Band 
• Performed to audiences totaling nearly 2,200 at venues that included the Howard 

County Historical Society, the Mid-Atlantic Jazz Festival, and the Columbia Lakefront 
• Provided free attendance for U.S. military veterans and their families to a sold-out 

Veterans Day concert at Slayton House in Columbia, titled “Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy - 
Songs of WWII” 

• Performed “The Beat Goes On - Music of Buddy Rich” to a sold-out audience at Slayton 
House 

• Expanded the band’s repertoire to include original charts by Glenn Miller, Duke 
Ellington, Artie Shaw, and Buddy Rich 

 

Audience Development 
• Continued to maintain strong subscriber support with more than 400 subscriptions sold 
• Performed to capacity (or near capacity) audiences for the May classical subscription 

concert and each performance of both the Family Holiday Concerts and the Young 
People’s Concerts 

• Introduced thousands of new individuals to the orchestra at June’s free outdoor 
Summer Pops Concert  

 

Financial 
• Maintained the high level of ticket sales and contributed income achieved last season 
• Increased individual giving by 12% from FY18 
• Obtained a new corporate grant from BGE to provide free U.S. veteran admission to the 

Columbia Jazz Band’s Veterans Day concert 
 

 

A Season of Successes 
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Financial Summary and Partnerships 
 The orchestra continued to operate from a solid financial foundation during the 2018-
2019 Season. Total income remained steady at 295,342 (only 1% less than in FY18).  
Individual contributions increased by 12 percent and Government and Foundation grants grew 
by 3.5 percent.   Concert admission income also maintained the level achieved in last year’s 
record-breaking season. 

 

 
 
The accompanying tables compare actual income and expenses for the season to the 

original budget of $273,644.  In only one case did the actual amounts differ from projected 
amounts by more than about 15 percent.  This difference was for contracted service income, 
where the organization brought in almost 80 percent more money than had been expected.  
These additional funds came from a combination of additional Jazz Band services, additional 
educational (preschool) events, and the June Pops Concert at the Chrysalis, which had not 
been planned when the original budget was approved.  Overall, the Columbia Orchestra and 
Jazz Band ended the year with a net fiscal year operating fund surplus of $4,050, which was 
applied toward the organization’s cash reserves. Cash assets at the end of the fiscal year 
totaled $111,909 in general operating funds, plus $35,734 in the Mullinix Fund, which is used 
to provide awards for the winners of the Young Artist Competition. 

 

FY19 Income and Expenses 
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 FY19 Financial Summary – Income 

 

 

 
Note 1:  Mullinix fund contribution 

FY19 Financial Summary – Expenses 
 

 

During the 2018-2019 Season, two government granting organizations were among the 
most significant in helping the orchestra financially – the Howard County Arts Council and 
the Maryland State Arts Council – although all of the partnering organizations were important 
in providing operating funds for the orchestra.  The Howard County Arts Council was the 
largest source of revenue, providing grants totaling $46,880, consisting of a $43,500 general 
operating grant and a $3,380 Rouse Theatre Subsidy.  The orchestra also received a grant of 
$17,623 from the Maryland State Arts Council.  Additional foundation support was provided 
by the Community Foundation of Howard County.  A significant corporate grant was 
provided by Baltimore Washington Financial Advisors.  In addition, BGE provided support to 
allow U.S. veterans and their families to attend the Columbia Jazz Band Veterans Day 
Concert free of charge.  Other corporate sponsors included Music & Arts, the Elville Center 
for the Creative Arts, and the Gaffin Group.  In addition, Christ Episcopal Church and 
Glenelg United Methodist Church provided venues for orchestra chamber concerts, and First 
Presbyterian Church of Howard County and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church hosted Jazz Band 
concerts.  

Donations 84,510 91,623 
Government & Foundation Grants 70,700 75,793 
Admissions 95,443 97,368 
Fundraising Raffle and Merchandise 7,736 7,203 
Program Underwriting 4,000 3,975 
Contracted Services 9,500 16,900 
Young Artist Competition Fee 1,755 1,980 
Restricted Income1 0 5001 

Personnel 133,975 145,151 
Concert Expenses 64,828 72,702 
Marketing & Advertising 27,202 25,773 
Administrative Expenses 28,182 27,921 
Rehearsal Space 12,300 13,736 
Fundraising 1,865 1,586 
Educational Activities 5,292 4,423 
Increased Cash Reserve 0 4,050 

                                                           Total:            273,644          295,342 

Donations to the Columbia Orchestra are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.  The Columbia 
Orchestra is registered as a 501(c)(3) organization with the office of the Maryland Secretary of State.  This 

registration does not imply endorsement by the Secretary of State of any solicitation by the Columbia Orchestra. 
 

                                                                                 Budget                       Actual 

                                                                                 Budget                       Actual 

                                                           Total:            273,644                     295,342 
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Financial Sponsors for Specific Columbia Orchestra Events 
 

Baltimore Washington Financial Advisors Season Sponsor 

Gailes’ Violin Shop Young Artist Competition 
Barbara Russell October 2018 Subscription Concert 
Karen Hopkinson February 2019 Subscription Concert 
Bruce & Cathy Kuehne May 2019 Subscription Concert  

The Gaffin Group March 2019 Young People’s Concert 

Elville Center for the Creative Arts Narrator for March 2019 Young People’s Concert 

Music & Arts Centers Ticket Printing and Young People’s Concert 
Musical Instrument Petting Zoo 

BGE November 2018 Jazz Band Veterans Day Concert 

The Vertical Connection/Carpet One April 2019 Symphonic Pops Concert 

Baltimore Washington Financial Advisors 
Inner Arbor Trust June 2019 Pops Concert at the Chrysalis 

While government grants covered more than 25 percent of the orchestra’s operating 
expenses during the 2018-2019 Season, corporate donations were also critical. As indicated in 
the accompanying table, key corporate and business sponsors supported specific events during 
the season. Matching grants from Booz Allen Hamilton, Northrop Grumman, and other local 
companies provided additional support for the orchestra’s general operation. In addition, the 
orchestra partnered with Tino’s Italian Bistro and The Shake Shack for fundraising days, 
during which portions of the proceeds were donated to the orchestra.  In-kind donations from 
local restaurants, stores, companies, and arts organizations also were valuable. Many of the in-
kind contributions served as prizes for the orchestra’s fundraising raffles.  

 
 

                       Sponsor                                           Event Sponsored 

Major Financial Sponsors 
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To supplement concert admissions and govern-
ment and corporate support, the Columbia Orchestra 
and Jazz Band, as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, 
turned to donations from members of the orchestra, 
band, and the community to provide additional funds 
to present its season of classical and jazz programs. 
More than $65,600 was raised through such individual 
donations. Of course orchestra, band, and Board of 
Directors members also donated thousands of hours of 
their own time to ensure quality programs and smooth 
operation of the orchestra throughout the season.   

With a projected FY20 annual budget of 
$285,073, the Board of Directors is continuing to work 
with existing partners and to aggressively pursue new 
corporate and foundation sponsors in accordance with 
the orchestra’s long range strategic plan. 

Finally, the orchestra participated in a formal 
financial review by the independent accounting firm 
Brian Smith & Associates, which provided feedback 
on the organization’s financial practices, objectively 
evaluated its fiscal soundness, and increased the 
organization’s credibility with funding organizations. 

 
 

Aesthetic Center of Columbia 
American Visionary Arts Museum 

Applebee’s Grill and Bar 
Atwaters 

Awaken Wellness 
Baltimore Museum of Industry 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra 

Barnes and Noble 
Bowlero Columbia 

Breezy Willow Farm 
Camp Bow Wow 

Candlelight Concert Society 
Center Stage 

Chesapeake Shakespeare Company 
Christ Episcopal Church 

Clark’s Elioak Farm 
Coldwell Banker 

Columbia Festival of the Arts 
Columbia Pro Cantare 

Cured / 18th & 21st 

David’s Natural Market 
Eggspecation 

The Gathering Place 
Glenelg United Methodist Church 

Homeslyce 
Houlihan’s 

Howard Community College 
Howard County Concert Orchestra 
Howard County Tourism Council 

Howard Hospital Foundation 
Hyper Kidz! 

Iron Bridge Wine Company 
James Ferry Photography 
Jason Love and Company 

John Farrell, Reg. Piano Technician 
Kid’s First Swim School, Laurel 

Launch Trampoline Park 
Leelynn’s Dining Room & Lounge 

Mad City Coffee 
Maggiano’s Restaurant 

Mango Grove 
Merriweather Post Pavilion 

Mike’s Music 
National Aquarium 

Panera Bread 
Patrick’s Hair Design 

Pump it Up 
Rentech Solutions 

REP Stage 
Safeway, Harper’s Choice 

Sergio’s Fine Jewelers 
Shriver Hall Concert Series 

Silver Diner 
Sky Zone 

Smyth Jewelers 
Sweet Elizabeth Jane 

The Breadery 
The French Twist Café 

The Trolley Stop 
The Wine Bin 

The Yoga center of Columbia 
Toby’s Dinner Theatre 

WBJC-FM 
Wegmans 

Woodside Home Furniture & Design 
 

 
 

Amazon.com 
Baltimore Washington Financial Advisors 

Booz Allen Hamilton 
Columbia Film Society 

Coldwell Banker 
Community Foundation of Howard County 

Dance Connections, Inc. 
Elville Center for the Creative Arts 

Gailes’ Violin Shop 
The Gaffin Group 
GoodSearch.com 

Howard County Arts Council 
Howard County Government 

Inner Arbor Trust 
Maryland State Arts Council 
Music and Arts Centers, Inc. 

National Endowment for the Arts 
Northrup Grumman 

Shake Shack 
Tino’s Italian Bistro 

Vertical Connection/Carpet One 

Sponsors & Strategic Partners 

In-Kind Donors 
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Pianist Inna Faliks will perform 
Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 20 
at the Orchestra’s February 2020 

Subscription Concert 

 
Dance Connections will 
participate in both the 

December Family Holiday 
Concert and the March Young 

People’s Concert 

Looking Ahead 
  

For the Columbia Orchestra’s 2019-2020 Season, its 42nd Season, Jason Love has 
programmed works that are perennial favorites of audiences while also introducing audience 
(and orchestra) members to works that are 
perhaps less well known but are nevertheless 
masterpieces of the classical repertoire.  In the  
“favorites” category are Tchaikovsky’s 
Symphony No. 6 (his “Pathétique” symphony), 
Gershwin’s An American in Paris, and music 
from Bizet’s opera Carmen. Beethoven’s 
Symphony No. 7 will be featured in the last 
subscription concert to celebrate the 
composer’s 250th Birthday in 2020.  In the 
category of somewhat lesser-known masterpieces are Bernstein’s Suite from On the 
Waterfront, and Bartok’s Concerto for Orchestra.  Maestro Love has also programmed 
several unusual cross-genre works.  Russian composer Sofia Gubaidulina’s Concerto for 

Orchestra and Jazz Band will include members of the 
Columbia Jazz Band within the orchestra’s ensemble, and 
Duke Ellington’s Three Black Kings is scored for 
conventional orchestral forces but nevertheless is infused with 
an unmistakable jazz sound.  The season will also include 
accomplished soloists performing both popular and less-well-
known concertos.  Ivan Stefanovic, associate principal 
second-violinist of the Baltimore Symphony, will perform 
Sergei Prokofiev’s Violin Concerto No. 2, internationally 
renowned pianist Inna Faliks will perform Mozart’s Piano 
Concerto No. 20, and violist Julius Wirth will be soloist for 
Gabriela Lena Frank’s La Llorona. 

The four classical subscription concerts will again be 
complemented by a Symphonic Pops Concert in March 2020, 
featuring hits from Broadway and the cinema along with light 
classics, with soloists Curtis Bannister, tenor, and Emily 
Casey, soprano. The Young 
Artist Competition will be held 

for local middle-school and high-school students, with the 
winners performing on the March and May 2020 concerts.  As 
always, the orchestra will hold its annual Young People’s 
Concerts and Musical Instrument Petting Zoo in March 2020, 
partnering with Dance Connections and narrator Greg Jukes, to 
present a program that includes everyone’s favorite musical 
story: Peter and the Wolf, which uses the tale of Peter and his 
animal friends’ capture of a wolf to illustrate the instruments of 
the orchestra.  The orchestra will also partner with Dance 
Connections for the two performances of the family-friendly 
Holiday Pops Concerts in December 2019.  In addition, in 
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November the orchestra will join with AFI Silver by performing live music to accompany 
Harold Lloyd’s 1924 silent film “Girl Shy.”  Other events will include a free three-concert 
chamber series and a free outdoor Symphonic Pops Concert in June 2020 at the Chrysalis at 
Merriweather Park in Columbia’s Symphony Woods. 

In addition to the March Young People’s Concert, the orchestra’s educational program 
will include visits by small groups of orchestra members to local preschools throughout the 
season, offering up-close programs to engage the youngest members of the community and 
acquaint them with the orchestral instruments.  The orchestra will also again partner with the 
Howard County Public School System and its elementary school music teachers for the eighth 
year by presenting in-school concerts for third-grade students. These in-school concerts take 
place during the school day and involve the full orchestra.  For educating older members of 
the audience, the Prelude series of discussions prior to each classical concert will continue 
during the 2019-2020 Season, as will the orchestra’s open rehearsal series.  During the 2019-
2020 Season, the Columbia Orchestra’s educational program will supported in part by BGE 
and Constellation Energy. 

The Columbia Jazz Band will expand upon the musical offerings of the overall 
organization by providing jazz programs to regional residents.  During the upcoming year, the 

Jazz Band will continue to present a series of concerts offering 
a dynamic mix of Latin, Pop, Big Band, and Contemporary 
Jazz at a variety of indoor and outdoor venues in Columbia and 
the broader Baltimore-Washington area.  The Columbia Jazz 
Band season will open on August 24, 2019 with a Chrysalis 
Cabaret concert.  Subsequent programs during Fall 2019 will 
include concerts at the Columbia Lakefront in September and 
the Rehoboth Beach True Blue Jazz Festival in October.  The 
season is expected to continue during 2020 with concerts as 
part of the Mid-Atlantic Jazz Festival and the Columbia 
Festival of the Arts. During the upcoming season, the Jazz 
Band will also present three ticketed events, building on the 
sell-out success of similar concerts during the 2018-2019 
Season.  These programs start with the inaugural concert in a 
new Guest Artist Series in September, where former Columbia 
Jazz Band Director, saxophonist, and retired Director of the 
United States Air Force Airmen of Note Pete BarenBregge 

returns to perform with the band.  This concert is followed by a Veterans Day concert – Land 
of the Morning Calm: Music of America’s Forgotten War – which focuses on music of the 
Korean War Era, with U.S. veterans and their families receiving free concert admission thanks 
to a grant from BGE.  The Columbia Jazz Band’s ticketed concert series ends in May 2020 
with a Salute to the Duke, featuring the music of one of the most influential jazz musicians of 
all time, Duke Ellington.   

On the administrative side, the orchestra will continue to explore foundation grants 
and local corporate sponsorship opportunities.  Staff Development planning will also be a 
thrust area, as the board strives not only to ensure adequate staffing resources to manage 
Orchestra and Jazz Band activities during the 2019-2020 Season but also to position itself to 
pursue new initiatives and expanded programs in subsequent years. In addition, the orchestra 

 
Pete BarenBregge returns as 

guest soloist with the Columbia 
Jazz Band in September 2019 
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The Columbia Orchestra 
And Jazz Band 

Howard County Center for the Arts 
8510 High Ridge Road 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
Tel:  (410) 465-8777 
Fax:  (410) 465-8778 

www.columbiaorchestra.org 
execdir@columbiaorchestra.org 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
2019-2020 Season 

Melissa Sandlin, President 
Elaine Newhall, Vice President 

Bruce Kuehne, Secretary 
Adrian Colborn, Treasurer 

Donald Barrick 
Robert Carpenter 

Naomi Chang-Zajic 
Kendall Hayman 
Audrey Johnson 

Sonia Kurian 
Michael McShane 
Karen (Kay) Paide 
Barbara Russell 

Jodi Shochet 
Anne Ward 

Holly Thomas, Board Member Emerita 

ARTISTIC STAFF 
Jason Love, Music Director 

Brenda Anna, Orchestra Concertmaster 
Fred Hughes, CJB Director 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
Katherine Keefe, Executive Director 
Sarah Casey, Marketing Manager 

Jill Thomassen, Production Assistant 
Bruce/Elaine Newhall, Orchestra Librarians 
Annette Szawan, Personnel Mgr. (Strings) 
Anne Ward, Personnel Mgr. (Winds/Brass) 

Bruce Robins, Jazz Band Business Manager 

will continue to promote its Encore Society, 
which allows individuals to leave a long-term 
legacy donation to the organization. 

As the Columbia Orchestra pursues 
these initiatives, it can benefit from the 
assistance of members of the community.  If 
you would like to help the Columbia 
Orchestra or Columbia Jazz Band meet its 
future goals (or even if you would like 
to simply volunteer a few hours of your time) 
please contact us by calling 410-465-8777 or 
by sending an e-mail message through the 
“volunteer” link on our website:   

www.columbiaorchestra.org. 

The growth and success of the 
Columbia Orchestra over the past decade 
have been phenomenal.  During that time, the 
operating budget has increased by more than 
50 percent, and the Orchestra and Jazz Band 
now annually reach a total combined 
audience of more than 17,500 individuals.  
The Columbia Orchestra has been hailed as 
“a pillar of the local arts community” by The 
Washington Post, and in December 2016 
Howard Magazine announced that the 
Columbia Orchestra had been voted the Best 
Performing Arts Group in Howard County. 
As it enters its 42nd Season, the Columbia 
Orchestra has positioned itself for another 
outstanding year both artistic and 
organizational accomplishments while still 
remaining “Your Community’s Music.” 

http://www.columbiaorchestra.org/


 

 
The Columbia Orchestra at Jim Rouse Theatre 

Russian Dreams: October 12, 2019, 7:30 pm 
 Gubaidulina: Concerto for Orchestra and Jazz Band  –  Prokofiev: Violin Concerto No. 2 
 Tchaikovsky:  Symphony No. 6, “Pathétique” 

American Stories:  December 7, 2019, 7:30 pm 
 Copland:  Lincoln Portrait  –  Frank: La Llorona  –  Gershwin:  An American in Paris 
 Bernstein:  Suite from On the Waterfront 

Family Holiday Concert:  December 21, 2019, 10:30 am & 1:00 pm 
 Diverse holiday music for the whole family! 

Inna Faliks Plays Mozart:  February 8, 2020, 7:30 pm 
 Ellington:  Three Black Kings  –  Mozart:  Piano Concerto No. 20 
 Bartok: Concerto for Orchestra 

Symphonic Pops:  March 14, 2020, 7:30 pm / March 15, 2020, 3:00 pm 
 Blockbuster hits from Broadway, film, popular song, and classical favorites 

Young People's Concert:  March 28, 2020, 10:30 am / 1:00 pm 
 Peter and the Wolf, with Dance Connections and Greg Jukes, narrator 
Beethoven and Bizet:  May 16, 2020, 7:30 pm 
 Bizet:  Music from Carmen  –  Zhou Long:  The Rhyme of Taigu 
 Beethoven:  Symphony No. 7 

The Columbia Orchestra in the Community 

The Columbia Orchestra at AFI Silver:  November 2 (7 pm) & 3 (2 pm), 2019 
 The orchestra accompanies Harold Lloyd’s “Girl Shy” at AFI Silver’s Silent Cinema Showcase 

Pops at the Chrysalis in Symphony Woods:  June 27, 2020, 7:00 pm (tentative) 
 Symphonic pops favorites for the whole family at the Chrysalis 

Jazz Band Concerts 
Chrysalis Cabaret with the Columbia Jazz Band:  August 24, 2019, 8:00 pm 
 The Chrysalis at Merriweather Park in Symphony Woods, Columbia 

Jazz at the Lakefront:  September 15, 2019, 3:00 pm 
 A free outdoor concert on the Columbia Lakefront Stage 

Guest Artist Series: Saxophonist Pete BarenBregge: September 20, 2019, 8:00 
pm 
 Slayton House, Wilde Lake Village Center, Columbia 

True Blue Jazz:  October 19, 2019, 5:00 pm 
 Part of the True Blue Jazz Festival at the Rehoboth Beach Fire Department 

Music of America’s Forgotten War:  November 10, 2018, 3:30 pm 
 Veteran’s Day Concert at Slayton House, Wilde Lake Village Center, Columbia 

Mid-Atlantic Jazz Festival:  February 15, 2020 
 Hilton Hotel, 1759 Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD 

Salute to the Duke:  May 8, 2020, 8:00 pm 
 The music of the great jazz musician Duke Ellington at Slayton House, Columbia 

Columbia Festival of the Arts:  June 2020 
 Details coming soon at www.columbiajazzband.com 

Columbia Orchestra & Jazz Band 2019-2020 Season 

http://www.columbiajazzband.com/
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